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A PAINTING OF THE KAMAKURA EPOCH.

TweLrr CruTowy,

The delesion of the Fujiwaras coull sot lest dorever,  Oubide the gates of Kyoto o storm was
slowly gathering, which swept their festival of Bowers to the four winds, The real power of the realm
fell imtn the binds of the oilitary eliss, who for generations ruled the pravinces in the name of the

coart nobles.  Diespised and uorecogeized at the capital, their affections and interests fock moot i
Iusal shieftainship, thus lorming the basis of feudal tenure Checasions were oot ong wanting to dis.

close the impotence of the cwerrolfised arstocmey.  The rekellian of Masakada, who aspired o
mmpenal dignity in his sham palace of Soma; the Firatical depredations of Sumitoms nl.}q.s- the itk
emoeoast) the contenveriiis of the wrbolent clespy, who ssked for judpment at the galace pmig,
amed, and several thousand ffrong; the disputes of Adsama-chisu, eastern burbarians, wha genes-
ally evaded the imposition of state revénues, all called forth the erdrgivs of the markial class, which
came to be divided under the leaderships of the two principal houses of Taira and Minamoto, accord.
ing io their infleences im Southern and Morthern Japan, The mivaley and feud betwesn these preat
families, intensified by the dispabes about the impesal ssccession, the femporary astendency of the
Taims, whe enfirely supplanted the Fujiwaras hug imiiated thair wealiness, the rise cf the almest
extinct Micamoto res in the east, asd the final overtheow of their hereditiey enemy, fesms an inter
esting epic familiar to resders of Japares hestory,  Our emirstrels still awaken the dase g sing of
their tender tragedies, of the Empress whi sunk into the waves with the Haoljess of the Imperial
Treasures, of the gallant knight who on the Hold of victory vowed to become o monk to pray for
his’ vanquished enemy, of crimes veiled by loyalty, and love chilled by religioe. It was truly the age
of Ramanee with all it darkness,—a mirage of the medizl chivaley withoot its womanswanship,
bt perhaps men: of manly devotion

Kamakuea was foonded in 1186, by Yeritoms, head of the Minzmoto bouse afber its sapremacy
was establshed.  Far Irom Kyete and situased in the midst of the norilseasiern provieces, where his
lamily infleencr was hereditarily produminant, Bamakum istugarated an age of miitary candor and
discipline. The new baruns, who hasbencd o profess allepiance to Yoritoes, despised the ewltured
detils of Kyoio routine, which perhaps they could not undersisnd, Law aed foudal administratios
trure promalyated (5 simple asd truad terms, to which the suocessoms of the Shogunste or the crafty
Hajns, who wivlded the real pawer, adhered,  Literatuse wis scarcely encooraged, amd the religious
reformers. developed simpler versians than their predecessars,  The Great Shinman promised salvation
themgh 2 call on the name of Huddhs, and the inergetic Michiren preached in the market plage,
UEISE men to mecite the fitle af (ke Seripture of Lotus-flwwer, which alone safficed o erase the sis
o the world  The Borrors of Bell which the Jearned clernpy of Kyola refrined from depicting to
the delicate. Fojiwaras, were now uzsparingly disclused to the terrified [ EE

The ardlsts of the period seemed o delight in drwing the scenes of rebribution. The Kitano
Rall, ¢ =ly attributed o Bobaeane, is & monament of this style. and the Boll of Hell, com-
Enly ascribed o Mitiunaga dend of the welith sunturyl, from which we rproduce the accempanying
phlt. alsa shows thy =me spidt. The god Gandalva has just decapitated the wisious Basts, epblims
of win asd lest, which he is EUInE 0 pivrce spain with his lance. The treatenent shows a great

conbrass with the preceding worls,
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