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My purpose is to make known, or try to make known,
to you what Japan arid her people are, and this would
be no easy piece of work to accomplish with credit for
an experienced writer—a hundred times less so for
me who, with no mastery of the foreign language in
which T am to express myself, am to interpret one
series of social phenomena attendant on a nation in
the East, to another nation in the West with an
entirely different history of development.

One way in which this arduous task can be at-
tempted is certainly that of trying to tell you some of
my own private impressions about Japan and the
Japanese, as one born and bred in the country, and
deeply imbued with her ideals in her past as well as
her present life as a nation. And, in fact, that is just
what I am going to do in these pages; for, after all,
how else can anybody explain his own nationality
than by essaying to interpret his own being in its
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